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It is hard to believe we are only in Week Three, and with so much to celebrate. The 

question is where to begin… 

It was lovely to join both All Saints’ 

Boonah and St Mary’s Primary School 

for their Opening Masses over the past 

fortnight. Both schools are integral to 

our story and we have been blessed to 

enjoy their support and share a       

common Mercy tradition. We wish 

Mr Shane Seymour, Mr Kevin Billion 

and the staff and students of these 

two school communities all the best 

for the 2018 year. 

I am thrilled to see all our students getting involved in the opportunity afforded to 

them at McAuley College from Homework Club to Instrumental Music and Choir to 

Swimming and Running Club! Well done. Research shows that students who get 

involved in their school community, develop greater resilience and capacity to 

cope.  

Our newest parents certainly modelled 

this engagement on Tuesday evening, 

with excellent numbers attending our 

Year 7 Parent Welcome and Information 

Evening. One of the important aspects of 

the evening was for parents to meet with 

their child’s Pastoral Care (PC) teacher. 

In most instances, the PC teacher is the 

best point of contact if there is a concern 

for your son or daughter.   

Wednesday 14 February 

Ash Wednesday 

Mass at 11:40 AM  

at the College 

All Welcome 

No Canteen Today 

Special 

Crumbed Fish & Chips $7.00 
from  

Oaklands Fish Shop.  

Order through Flexischool by 
3:00 PM Tuesday 13 February  

 

Friday 16 March 

Year 7 Reflection Day 

BULLYING—No Way Day 

Monday 19 March 

MacKillop Celebration Day 

Thursday 29 March 

Last Day of Term One 

 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

 



 In the spirit of “Keeping it REAL” at McAuley College, 

it was a pleasure to acknowledge students who ex-

celled in their studies and attendance for the final se-

mester of last year. Well done to the students whose 

results were outstanding and received a certificate; a 

great achievement! As I spoke to the students at our       

Celebrating Success Assembly, I reminded them there 

are many things we acknowledge and celebrate as significant in terms of achievement, 

and not all things necessarily come with a medal or certificate. Like our athletics preparing for the Commonwealth 

Games, there is no denying many have put in hours of work but not all will  receive a Gold, Silver or Bronze at the end of 

the final. This is where setting of individual goals and celebrating of these achievements is important at home. Please take 

time to talk with your son or daughter around what goals they have set for themselves this semester, and consider how 

you might acknowledge or celebrate the success of these goals at home!  

Finally, as a community, I thank the many staff and parents who have offered to 

be part of a group called Mercy Cares. This group will look to provide support to 

the families in our community in times of need. Please contact me directly if 

you wish to be part of our Mercy Cares group.  

Our ongoing prayers for the Greber family, Janelle, Felicity, Josh and Amy.                   

“May Craig rest in peace.” 

All parents are most welcome to join us for our Ash Wednesday Mass this week on 14 February starting at 11:40 AM in 

the Oakland Shed. 

In Mercy, 

Deidre Young 

BELIEVE… In action 

Ash Wednesday  

Ash Wednesday signals the commencement of the Church’s season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday takes place 46 days before 

Easter Sunday, and is observed by Catholics around the world. Ash Wednesday traces its roots back to the second century 

when people would wear ashes as a sign of entering a period of reflection and penance.  It retains this symbolism and 

significance today.  On Ash Wednesday the Canteen will be selling Fish & Chips from Oakland Fish Shop for $7.00. We will 

not be selling any other items in recognition of eating simply that day. 
 

The College community will be gathering for an Ash Wednesday Mass at 11:40 AM on 14 February.  All welcome. 

Lent  

Following Ash Wednesday, we enter the Church’s liturgical season of Lent.  During Lent there has more recently been a 

greater focus on the promotion of good works.  Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising     

appeal, Project Compassion, is an example of the promotion of good works that helps end poverty, promote justice and 

upholds dignity.  This year McAuley College will join in the Caritas response to the Rohingya Refugee Crisis.  
 

The College will work with students in developing a sense of solidarity with the struggles of the Rohingya people through 

education and encouraging students to give of their time to raise money for the Caritas appeal.  Each student at McAuley 

College will have a sponsorship sheet for family and friends to sponsor them in completing small jobs in order to raise 

money for the appeal.  The emphasis is on building a sense of solidarity through giving of their time and energy to assist 

those in need, specifically the Rohingya refugees.  The amount of sponsorship is up to the family and not the primary   

focus of the appeal.  Further details about the work of Caritas can be found at http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/blog/blog

-detail/an-update-on-the-rohingya-refugee-crisis. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/blog/blog-detail/an-update-on-the-rohingya-refugee-crisis
http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/blog/blog-detail/an-update-on-the-rohingya-refugee-crisis


Use of the McAuley College Diary 

The student diary is an essential tool in assisting        

students to develop productive organisational skills.  At 

McAuley College, students commence their day by 

writing in the subjects for each day into their diary.  

This is to assist them in planning their day and ensuring 

that they are aware of what materials are required for 

each period of the day.  Students are then given time 

at the completion of each lesson to write their       

homework into their diary.  This is to be written to the 

right of the corresponding lesson. 

In addition, the diary contains information and           

activities that address academic, social and wellbeing 

skills and knowledge.  The College diary also contains a 

lot of information in relation to College policies as well 

as expected and productive behaviours.  

Parents and carers please check your son /daughter’s diary on a regular basis.  This will allow you to assist your                 

son/daughter in developing the skill of using the diary, as well as informing you of any homework or upcoming tasks that 

require attention. 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the education of your child.  

David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 
 

LEARN… In action 

As we come to the end of Week Three all students are now engaging in the technology that is 

available here at McAuley College.  All Year 7 students have been issued with their Dell laptop 

computer, computer bag and charger unit, and all log in issues have been resolved.  Our 

Teacher Librarian Mrs Melanie Burr has started to take students through the use of our      

updated eTextbook system, JacPlus, and students are beginning to discover how useful their 

computer can be as another learning tool.  

To paraphrase Marvel Comics Spiderman, “with school laptops comes great responsibility.”  

That responsibility lays in the fact that students are responsible for ensuring their laptops are 

charged each night so that they will operate for a full school day. Already some Year 8         

students have complained their laptops are running flat before the end of the day. When 

pushed for an explanation each has admitted to not charging their device the night before. 

Students have an additional responsibility this year, which is to ensure they do software updates every Friday evening.  This 

will ensure their machines are running at peak performance.  For students who don’t have access to a consistently stable 

internet connection, the College will arrange to run these updates on Tuesday.   We have specifically chosen Tuesdays as 

this is when our new IT Officer, Mr Gary Marsh, is onsite.  He will also be here on Thursday so that we can quickly attend to 

any IT issues students encounter from time to time. 



As with last year, the Year 7 laptops will have a College Tekskin applied in the coming weeks.  When we apply this cover we 

will also do the first of our regular machine inspections to ensure they are working properly. 

Once all Tekskins have been applied we will begin a program of checking and re-imaging Year 8 machines.  This process 

means that by the end of the term all student laptops will have the new computer image installed, along with all major     

updates for Windows 10, the Microsoft Office suite as well as the basic programs of the Adobe Creative Cloud and our      

internet security program.  We will also be inspecting each student machine for signs of wear and tear and booking any 

necessary repairs with Dell. 

The cooler weather has been a welcome change this week.  Let’s hope there is another welcome change in the sporting     

results with Steele House winning the Swimming Carnival. 

Have a great fortnight. 

Michael Darcy 

Deputy Principal 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

It has certainly been a busy start to the year with so much happening in the World of Sport at McAuley College.  

2018 Pacific District Representative Trials   

A reminder to check the South Coast Sport website for information around upcoming Pacific District Trials.  There is also a 

list made available on the portal, but the following website is a more accurate, up-to-date reflection                          

https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Districtsports/Pacific/Pages/Pacific.aspx 

We already have a number of students who have nominated for trials and we wish them all the very best as they attend 

these events within the coming weeks.   

A reminder students attending trials are expected to wear their McAuley College uniform to and from the trial, wearing 

sport appropriate clothing at events were necessary.   

Morning Training  

On Wednesday morning a total of TWENTY morning trainers gathered at Beaudesert Swimming Pool for our first Aqua Fit 

session of the year.  It was quite a sight to see so many McAuley students motivated by the opportunity to be active and a 

credit to our supportive community.  The students were a wonderful representation of the College, Keeping it REAL and 

embracing their chance to try something new.  Special thanks to those families who have provided cereal for breakfast and 

of course to Mick Kajewski for his support in delivering the session.   

 

https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Districtsports/Pacific/Pages/Pacific.aspx


In the community  

On  Sunday 4 February Abi Henry, Sam Blyton and Matilda Watterson attended the Beaudesert Swim Club Development 

Meet held at the Beaudesert Swimming Pool.  Well done to these students who all medalled at the event.   

Please continue to share your sporting success stories and pictures so we are able to acknowledge your achievements.   

From Monday 5 February to Sunday 29 April 2018, the Scenic Rim ‘Be healthy and active’ initiative returns.  There are a 

number great options available for all ages throughout the district, with opportunities to experience new activities and   

connect with others from the community.  For more information visit http://www.scenicrim.qld.gov.au/healthy-and-active-

community 

Rowing  

We are very fortunate to have a world class rowing facility located on our doorstep, with Wyaralong Dam hosting a number 

of events throughout the year.  In 2018, we will be working with Rowing Queensland to investigate these opportunities for 

McAuley College students.  This is very exciting and I look forward to sharing more details with you. Stay tuned.   
 

Equestrian 

I am very excited to announce McAuley College is officially a member of Equestrian Queensland.  We are currently working 

to develop our Equestrian options and for those students who might be interested in competing at inter-school events this 

year, please come and see me to discuss your options further.     
 

Please refer to the letter attached to the newsletter regarding Thursday Sport for Term One 2018. 
 

Yours in Sport  

Mrs Amy Richards -  Sports Coordinator  

VOLUNTEERS 

As part of BCE Policies and Procedures all volunteers are require to complete the Student Protection and Code of Conduct 

Training module.  Please click here to access the module or go to Brisbane Catholic Education’s home page and click on the  

second last Quick Link— Volunteers/Other Personnel Training. 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Opening Hours  Tuesday   8:00—10:00 AM 

   Thursday 1:30—3:30 PM 

You can also order online at  www.schoollocker.com.au  and choose shop by school.   

CANTEEN NEWS 

Our canteen is becoming very popular and 

we hope your children are enjoying the 

menu.   

This Wednesday is the start of Lent and we 

are offering a ‘special’ of Fish and Chips for 

$7.00 from Oakland Fish Shop. 

Please order through Flexischools by clicking 

the button indicated in the picture on the 

right. 

Orders must be placed by 3:00 PM on       

Tuesday 13 February. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO OTHER MENU ITEMS AVAILABLE TO ORDER ON THIS DAY.  

http://www.scenicrim.qld.gov.au/healthy-and-active-community
http://www.scenicrim.qld.gov.au/healthy-and-active-community
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx


  

 

St Mary’s Parish—St Paddy’s Dinner, Friday 16 March 

Make sure you mark this important event in your calendar.  Come along for a great 

night out, where the Guinness will flow, the crack great and the   music—very Irish.  

We will have live entertainment by Irish band “The Munster Bucks” who will have 

you toe tapping along to Irish tunes and singing at the top of your voice. 

So start organising a group, come as a couple or an individual, book a table or join 

one and meet new people.  It doesn’t matter because on St Patrick’s Day  we are all 

Irish.  Tickets available on Trybooking. 

Adults are $50.00    Two course meal and show  

Youth (12-18) $30.00  Same two course meal and show  

Children $15.00   Spaghetti Bolognaise, Ice Cream and show. 

Premium tickets $85.00  45 minute whiskey tasting prior to  dinner and  

(Premium tickets are limited)  Two course dinner and show.  



  

 

 

 

Bojaxhiu Two 

Mrs Donna Penner 

Frassati One 

Mrs Pamela Brechin 

Frassati Two 

Mr David Harris 

Bojaxhiu One 

Mrs Mel Burr 

MacKillop One 

Mrs Megan Field 

MacKillop Two 

Mr James Way 

Steele Two 

Mrs Tenille Brimson 
Steele One 

Mrs Amy Richards 
 

 


